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STUDENT OUTLI NE

PERFORM A BEACH RECONNAI SSANCE EXERCI SE

1. LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES

a. TERM NAL LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES: Provided a situation and
a training area, and tasked to performa beach landing site
reconnai ssance, performa beach reconnai ssance in accordance with
FMFM 4-3. (0481.01. 15)

b. ENABLI NG LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES:

(1) Provided a beach | anding area, sketch each area
sel ected for a beach landing site in accordance with FMFM 4- 3.
(0481. 01. 15a)

(2) Provided a beach | andi ng area, sketch each area
sel ected for command posts in accordance with FVMFM 4- 3.
(0481. 01. 15b)

(3) Provided a beach | anding area, sketch each area
sel ected for supply dunps in accordance with FMFM 4- 3.
(0481. 01. 15¢)

(4) Provided a beach | anding area, sketch each area
sel ected for an evacuee hol ding area in accordance with FMFM 4-3
(0481. 01. 15d)

(5) Provided a beach | andi ng area, sketch each area
sel ected for access roads in accordance with FMFM 4- 3.
(0481. 01. 15e)

(6) Provided a beach | anding area, sketch each area
selected for a | anding zone site in accordance with FMFM 4- 3.
(0481. 01. 15f)

(7) Provided a beach | anding area, sketch each area
sel ected for a water supply point in accordance with FVMFM 4- 3.
(0481. 01. 159)



(8) Provided a beach | andi ng area, sketch each area
sel ected for an equi pnment staging area in accordance with FM-M 4-
3. (0481.01. 15h)
OQUTLI NE

1. BEACH LANDI NG SI TE

a. The size of a landing beach is determ ned by the size of
the unit making the | anding and the tactical scheme of maneuver.
Units can | and adjacent to each other or on greatly separated
beaches.

(1) MeEF (DIV), Marine Expeditionary Force requires 2,000
nmeters of beach. |f the concept of two regi nents making the
| andi ng and one reginent in reserve is used, an entire |anding
support battalion is needed to support the division |anding.

(2) MEB (REG, Marine Expeditionary Brigade requires
1,000 neters of beach if using the same concept. A |anding
support company i s needed to support a |anding.

(3) MEU (BLT), Marine Expeditionary Unit requires 500
nmeters of beach if using the same concept. A |anding support
pl atoon is needed to support a battalion |anding

b. Beach Considerations. The |anding force and | andi ng
support conmanders are particularly concerned about hydrographic
condi tions. Principal hydrographic factors include:

(1) Surf. The swell of the sea that breaks upon the
shore and itseffect on |landing craft.

(2) Gadient. The influence of the inclination and
decl i nati on of beach gradient with respect to the beachi ng of
| anding craft of different types as well as the use of vehicles.

(3) Depth. Depth of water close inshore as related to
determ nati on of anchorage and maneuverability of supporting
vessel s.

(4) Conposition. The analyzed structure of the beach in
determ ning the beaching and retracting of |landing craft and
trafficability for personnel and vehi cl es.

(5) Tides. Range and tine of tides.

(6) Obstacles. Location of natural and man-made
obstacles as related to their influence on the beaching of
 anding craft and the debarkation of personnel and material.



2. COMVAND POST:

Wi | e wor ki ng on nunbered beaches such as RED BEACH ONE and
RED BEACH TWO, the command posts will be referred to as a
Tactical Logistics Operation Center (TLOC), Conbat Service
Support Operation Center (CSSOC), or Conmbat Operation Center
(COC). For the nost part, when the designated nunber beach is
tasked with receiving and issueing of supplies fromthe dunp
sites, the command post will be a Conbat Service Support
Qperation Center (CSSOC). Once the head quarter elenment hits the
beach and sets up. The command post over the nunbered beaches
will be the Landing Force Shore Party (LFSP). The supply dunps
Wi ll submit their reports to the CSSCC and the CSSOC will submt
a report to the LFSP

a. Mssion. Engineers attached to the |anding force
are responsible for clearing safe |anes to get the assault waves
inland. Once the | anding support unit conmes ashore, it is
responsi bl e for marking and renovi ng obstacles in the beach
support area which are hazardous to | andi ng support operations.

b. Personnel. Beach clearing teans are centered around
t he conbat engineers (1371's) who are part of the |anding support
T/O. If the task is a major engi neer undertaking, force
engineers will be called on to handl e these projects.

c. Equipnent. Due to the nunerous and varied fusing
nmechani sns on foreign mnes, nmne detectors should only be used
as a last resort. 1In a heavily mned beach area, nechani cal
reduction neans such as a track-width or full width m ne plow or
D-7G dozer with arnored protective kit is recommended. Once
uncovered, the mnes can be manually or explosively neutralized
by placing C-4 or TNT charges next to each.

3. SUPPLY DUMPS:

a. Ceneral. Oganize the beach to effectively acconplish
assi gned | andi ng support tasks. Wen a BLT | ands, each | andi ng
support teamw |l handle two of the four classes of supplies
(fuel, rations, mscellaneous supplies, and amrunition), in
addition to providing separate facilities for casualties. If the
BLT's land on greatly separated beaches, each team nust handl e
all classes of supplies.

b. Take fuel ashore initially in druns or pods. Locate the
unl oadi ng poi nt marker near an existing or recently constructed
roadway near the flank of the beach. As the operation continues,
the bul k fuel section will come ashore and establish an assault
fuel systemand punp fuel directly froma ship to the fuel farm
Establish the fuel farmwell inland. The trenmendous anounts of
Class Ill required by the Ianding force are | anded in bulk,




utilizing the anphibious assault fuel system The bul k fuel
personnel and their equi pnent needed to install the systemare
attached to the | anding support by the Force Service Support

G oup. The equi pnment is nobile-loaded on | anding ships and is

| anded early in the operation. Under normal circunstances, the
fuel unit has enough nen and equi pnment assistance. The | anding
support makes provisions for adequate space, adm nistrative
support, and protection for this unit within the BSA

c. Aviation Support. Support of aviation units |anded from
assault ships is the responsibility of |anding support. Aviation
techni cal personnel equi pped with special cargo handling
equi prent, are attached to | anding support during the |andi ng and
setting up of the BSA. The major portion of Class IlI(A) is
handl ed by the bul k fuel system |f possible, other supplies,
particularly Cass V(A),are delivered to installations in the
vicinity of the operating air facilities. This is done to avoid
rehandling supplies within the BSA

d. Rations. Place the ration unloading point near the fuel
unl oadi ng poi nt because as the ration unloading i ncreases, nen
and equi pnent no | onger required at the fuel unloading point can
be shifted to the ration unloadi ng point as the work | oad
changes. This organization permts the maxi mumeffective use of
critical nen and equi pnent by the | andi ng support.

e. Mscellaneous. Arrange the beach so that the
m scel | aneous supply unl oading point is |ocated near the center
of the beach. Supplies to be unloaded at this point are
primarily organizational supplies and equi pment which will not
arrive ashore early in the landing. Because of this, the bul k of
the nmen and equi pnment on this flank of the beach can be initially
enpl oyed at the ammunition unl oadi ng point.

f. Ammunition. The amunition unloading point will be
handl i ng consistently | arge vol unes of cargo throughout the
l anding and is the critical unloading point on this flank of the
beach. Locate this dunp on the opposite flank fromthe fuel
dunps. An LZ and well constructed roads should be in close
proximty to this dunp.

g. Tracked Vehicles. Locate tracked vehicle points on the
flank farthest fromthe bul k fuel systemto prevent the vehicles
frominterfering with or damagi ng the fuel system

h. Wieel ed Vehicles. Locate unloading points on the sane
flank as the amunition because many of the vehicles wll
normal |y be prel oaded with anmunition.

4. EVACUEE HOLDI NG AREA:




a. Casualty Collection points. During the initial assault,
casualties are evacuated fromthe beach evacuation stations
wi t hout delay. These beach evacuation stations (BLT aid
stations) are relieved by |andi ng support evacuation teans which
are forned fromthe augnented nedi cal evacuation section, Mdica
Battalion, FSSG As the buildup of the |anding force continues
ashore and the BSA becones organi zed, nore deliberate nedical
assi stance is provided by nutual agreenment between | anding
support and the nedical officer. The BAS is generally located in
protected areas which are near good access roads. A helicopter
landing site is prepared in the same | ocation.

b. Troop Assenbly Areas. Troop units of reserve and support
el enents are quickly noved off the beach and into assenbly areas
to prevent themfromdisrupting the activities on the beach.
They may occupy these areas for varied periods of tine, froma
few hours to several days. Landing support brings themup to
date on the tactical situation, nmakes use of themfor BSA
defense, and provides themw th the admi nistrative and | ogistic
support they may require. Landing support notifies higher
headquarters of the unit's arrival tinme and | ocation

c. Eneny Prisoners of War and Civilian Enclosures. It is
essential that enclosures be prepared to handl e both EPONs and
civilians. The enclosures are separated from each other and from
the other logistic installations. They are | ocated within the
def enses of the BSA and should be big enough to provide for the
physi cal necessities of the persons confined.

5. ACCESS ROADS

a. Lateral roads are needed to connect all unloading points
al ong the beach and installations inland fromthe beach.

b. Parallel roads connect to the lateral roads. There nust
be at least two roads fromthe beach and at | east one separate
road returning to the beach.

6. LANDI NG ZONE Sl TES:

There is a need for at least three landing sites within the
BSA. Locate these sites in the fuel dunp area, the anmunitions
dunp area, and the nedical area. Mark these sites with a
specific marking. The |anding sites can be shared by ot her
supply dunps that are near by. |If the rations supply dunp is
near the fuel supply dunmp |anding site, then you could fly the
rations into the sanme |anding site.

7. WATER SUPPLY PO NTS




Locate water supply points within the BSA so that the |anding
support can provide for their defense and adm nistrative support.
The personnel and equi pnent needed to establish and operate these
are |located at predeterm ned points. Landing support reports
their establishnent and exact | ocation to higher headquarters.

8. EQUI PMENT STAG NG AREA:

a. Vehicle Parking and Repair. The |arge nunber of vehicles

t hat
are |l anded requires that a vehicle parking and repair area be
established early. It is set up and operated by nmi ntenance

specialists attached to | andi ng support from FSSG

b. Types of backl oads

1. Admnistrative

(a) The term nation of the anphibious operation is
predi cated on the acconplishnent of the m ssion. Wen this has
t aken place, the Conmander Anphi bi ous Task force (CATF) and the
Conmander Landi ng Force (CLF) make a joint decision to backl oad
the tactical unit.

(b) Wth the use of the landing plan, the units are
backl oaded in reverse order at a rate the support shipping can
handl e.

2. Retrograde Movenent

(a) The existing |landing support unit nust be
reinforced with nore | abor and equi pnment because enbarkati on
usual Iy nust proceed at a faster rate than normal. Tactical unit
personnel may be avail able for |oading and ot her |abor duties.

(b) Al nonessential troops and equi pnrent of the
| andi ng support are backl oaded first. Bul k cargo, equipnment, and
servi ce support troops are backl oaded next, followed by the
tactical units, less the covering force.

(c) The landing support then effects its own
enbar kati on of equi pnent. Engi neer personnel, possibly assisted
by denolition teans, destroy all equipnent and facilities using
expl osives and anmuni ti on that m ght otherw se have to be
abandoned.
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